
Board of Trustees November 16, 2020 
Coeur d'Alene School District 271 Executive Session 4:15 PM  
Midtown Center Meeting Room and Zoom Special Meeting 5:00  PM 

 
Minutes 

 
At 4:15 p.m. Chair Casey Morrisroe called the meeting to order.  Trustees Jennifer Brumley, Tambra 
Pickford and Rebecca Smith were present.  Trustee Lisa May was absent. 
 
Approval of the Agenda: Motion by Mrs. Smith to approve the agenda as presented, second by Ms. 
Brumley, passed 4-0. 
 
Motion by Mrs. Smith for Executive Session: Idaho Code 74-206, Subsection (j) to consider labor 
contract matters authorized under section 74-206 (1)(a) and (b), second by Mrs. Pickford, Roll Call Vote:  
Morrisroe, Brumley, Pickford, Smith each “yes”. 
 
The meeting returned to open session at 5:00 p.m.  Trustee Lisa May joined the meeting. 
 
Supplemental Maintenance & Operations Levy:  Finance Director Katie Ebner shared a presentation 
about the upcoming 2021 levy.  She shared the levy rate history and that the projected rate per $1,000 of 
Taxable Assessed Value will decrease.  She shared levy rate comparisons for districts in the state and in 
this area.  She discussed market value analysis; our goal is to build our levy around market growth from 
new construction to ensure that the average taxpayer sees a relatively flat tax charge. 
 
Three options were presented for Board consideration: 
Scenario A – keep the levy at the current amount of $20 million 
Scenario B – cut the levy by two million to $18 million 
Scenario C – increase the amount to $21.5 million 
 
For each option, projected annual costs were shared.  A list of potential cuts totaling approximately 2 
million was presented. 
 
Mrs. May asked about current spending of levy dollars.  The levy provides approximately 25% of the 
operating budget.  The items and programs funded are valuable and necessary to maintain the operation of 
the district.   
 
Following the December board meeting, Communications Director Scott Maben will begin producing 
public information about the levy.  He shared highlights from the previous levy election.  He also 
addressed the scope of coverage so information is adequately shared within the community.  He proposed 
a multi-media approach with a web page, mailings, videos, community group presentations and social 
media spots.  Local media will also provide coverage.  One suggestion was to utilize pre-recorded videos 
to share with community organizations. 
 
Ms. Brumley favors following the recommendation of running the levy at the current amount of 20 
million.  What will we lose if this doesn’t pass?  This will be important information to share. 
Mrs. Smith favors following the recommendation but to also be aware of our senior population. 
Mrs. Pickford favors following the recommendation. 
Mrs. May supports this however, she has some questions and will meet with Mrs. Ebner. 
Mr. Morrisroe favors following the recommendation but would be interested in a possible reduction in 
order to build a budget and move toward offering full day kindergarten. 
Dr. Cook asked if the funding should fall on the State or the local taxpayers.  We would need to cut 
something from the current budget in order to fund full day kindergarten. 
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Mrs. May suggests adding information about what the levy funds and how that fits into our community 
expectations.   
Mr. Morrisroe added that it’s important to remember that our tax rate is one of the lowest in the state; 
that’s an important point to highlight. 
 
This topic will be addressed at the December 7 regular meeting with potential action on a levy amount. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 
 
 
 
Casey Morrisroe, Chair    Lynn Towne, Clerk 
Board of Trustees     Board of Trustees 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary Statement of Executive Session 
At 4:20 p.m. Board members met in accordance with Idaho Code 74-206, Subsection (j) to consider labor 
contract matters. 
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